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Three Hymns 

I n our worship services at OPPC we typically sing three hymns. When I 

choose hymns in preparation for an upcoming service, I have several con-

siderations in mind: Have we sung this hymn recently? Do we know this 

hymn? If not, do I/we need to learn this hymn? Does the theme of the hymn fit 

with the theme of the sermon? Is this a special occasion that might call for spe-

cific hymns (Easter, for example)? 

 

Some hymns I select because I know people like them. Often, I choose hymns 

that I like, but sometimes I choose hymns that, while not among my favorites, 

others like. Or they fit well with the theme of the service. Sometimes I will 

choose a hymn specifically because it is a metrical version of a Psalm. I usu-

ally note and announce these as such when we sing them. 

 

With those general considerations in view, others come into play for choosing 

each of the hymns. 

 

The first hymn is almost always a hymn of praise. The focus is on the charac-

ter, the attributes, or the actions of God. The hymn of praise rouses our spirits 

to what we are about in the service—the worship and adoration of God. 

 

The second hymn usually draws our attention to Jesus as our savior, shepherd, 

or mediator. Or it is about some aspect of the Christian life—our security in 

Christ, or prayer, or obedience. This hymn usually falls somewhere near the 

pastoral prayer and reinforces—as prayer does—our need of God’s grace and 

his sufficiency for us in Christ. 

 

The third and final hymn is usually chosen to be a response to the sermon. We 

hear the word of God preached; in the hymn that follows we voice our re-

sponse. When Moses read the law of God to the people, they responded, “All 

that the Lord has said we will do” (Exodus 24:3). When we sing the final 

hymn, we are making a similar affirmation. We may express repentance for 

sin, or our devotion to God, or, like the Israelites, our desire to do all that the 

Lord has said to us in the sermon. 

 

Sometimes we do have four hymns. In that case both middle hymns typically 

are chosen for the reasons given above for the second hymn. 

 

The one thing the hymns are not is random. There is a reason behind the selec-

tion of a hymn, if only that it is a good one that we have not sung in a while. 

(Some hymns are just worth singing several times a year.) I hope this explana-

tion will help you to sing the hymns with a greater sense of their meaning and 

purpose.  
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YOUTH GROUP RYM SUMMER CONFERNECE 
 

Dates: July 10-15, 2017  

Location: Laguna Beach Christian Retreat 

Panama City Beach, Florida  

 
   Contact Joe Deighton if you have questions or 

   need information (joedeighton1@gmail.com) 
 

 
There are only a few days until the Reformed Youth Ministries summer conference. Now is the time to sign up 

for Electives. There are plenty to choose from this year. Go to the following link for your choices 

(https://rymonline.org/hsfl2electives). Sign up now!  

 

 

OPPC began this program last school year at B.B. Harris Elementary in Duluth. There were four mentors from 

our church, which means that four students were mentored. The school is asking for more! We would love to 

have more mentors from OPPC for this coming school year. It requires a short orientation, then just one hour a 

week during the school year. (We do not meet with the students during holidays and breaks.) This is a great 

opportunity right within our own community to be a blessing to a child, yet the reality is that they will become 

a blessing to you!   

 

If you are interested in becoming a mentor, or for more information, contact Julie Grabenkort: 

jbwg53@gmail.com 

“One Child, One Hour, One Church, One School” 

 

MISSION OPPORTURNITY  

Summer and vacation times are here, but our need for Fellowship Snack Food continues. July would be a great 

month to see how easy it is to share in our Fellowship time on Sunday mornings! Go online to website, sign-

upgenius.com, put in brineyrs@gmail.com, and the Code oppc16, scroll down to the 2nd, 3rd, or 4th Sunday 

in July and choose items you want to bring. Contact Sally if you have questions (brineyrs@gmail.com).  

Andy and Bev Warren, MTW missionaries, will be with us on July 16 to make a report to the adult Sunday 

School class. Please join us! 

FELLOWSHIP FOOD HELP NEEDED 

Kids Hope USA offers churches and schools a proven model to meet the emotional, 

social, and academic needs of struggling children. KHUSA programs create one-on-

one mentoring relationships between adult church members willing to give a little 

time and a lot of love to at-risk elementary school children in their community who 

desperately need a loving, caring adult in their lives.  

MISSIONARY VISIT   
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NURSERY SCHEDULE - JULY 2017 
           
DATE           11:00 a.m.                                    GREETER                  6:00 p.m. 
                        (10:45 at table) 
 

  7/2                      Cromiak, Elmer, Tabitha B.    Ann Elmer              No Service 
 

  7/9               Brink, Taylor, Josiah B.                Joyce Saylor              Wilson 
   

  7/16           Schramm, Wells, Rebecca B.            Julie Schramm        Covington 
 

  7/23       Carter, Ellison, Meaghan, C.               Tara Carter            Foster, Smith 
 

  7/30       Taylor, Grace A.     Jennifer Taylor       Butler, J. Horner 

 
  

   ————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 

LINK DEADLINE: Please turn in articles and information for the August LINK by Thursday, July 27 . 
 

Old Peachtree Presbyterian Church exists to glorify God and to extend the kingdom of Jesus Christ. To  

accomplish this end, Old Peachtree aims to be a church that is continually growing in vital worship, in  

theological depth, in true fellowship, in assertive evangelism, and in deeds of compassion. The distinctive- 

ness of Old Peachtree is in its desire to be Presbyterian in government and Reformed in theology, with the  

vitality that comes from evangelism and discipleship. 
 

Old Peachtree Presbyterian Church              office@oldpeachtree.org 

1756 Old Peachtree Road               www.oldpeachtree.org 

Duluth, GA  30097                            

770-476-7945 (office) 

 

First Sunday Lunch 
 

Join us for First Sunday Lunch on July 2. Please invite your friends and neighbors. 

 

Communion Week 
 

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper in the morning service on July 9. We have communion on the second Sunday 

every month. 

 

Deacons Meeting 
 

The Deacons are not meeting in July. 

 

Session Meeting  
 

The Session meets the fourth Wednesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall (July 20). 

 

Youth Group 
 

All 6th grade -12th graders, even college students are welcome to join us for dinner at 5:30 on  

Sundays except for the first Sunday of each month.  

 

 

MEETINGS AND GROUPS 


